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September 21, 2020 
 

Via Email blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov 
Chair Suzanne Case & Board Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 

 
Re:  Agenda Item C.1. Approve Dispositions of land that Wai'anae 

Community Re-Development Corporation acquired with a Grant 
from the Land Conservation Fund at Wai'anae, O'ahu, Tax Map 
Key No: (1) 8-6-008:004.    

 
Aloha Chair Case and Board Members: 
 
The Trust for Public Land strongly supports Wai'anae Community Re-
Development Corporation’s (WCRC) (dba MA‘O Organic Farms) (MA‘O) 
request for dispositions of land acquired with a grant from the Land Conservation 
Fund. The Trust for Public Land provided technical assistance to MA‘O in 
acquiring the 11-acre Takahashi Farm, one of the first community projects 
funded by the Legacy Land Conservation Program.   

 
For over 20 years, MA‘O has been a leading aloha ‘aina educator and an 
essential food source for communities across O‘ahu. MA‘O has outgrown their 
current facilities on the Takahashi Farm and wishes to construct a new food 
processing facility to process several tons of produce daily in an environment that 
adheres to the latest food safety requirements.  

 
Approving the request for disposition by creating a two-unit condominium 
property regime over the existing property will enable WCRC to buy back the 
State's interest in one of the units and allow the construction of a new building 
for agricultural produce processing and farmer training. If approved, MA‘O will 
be able to manage the larger unit consistent with the purposes of the Legacy 
Program supporting and protecting local agriculture.  

 
MA‘O has worked diligently and in good-faith to get to this point and their 
proposal will increase local food production and processing capabilities on O'ahu 
and further contribute to their mission of facilitating youth empowerment efforts 
by training and educating future community leaders. We strongly support 
MA‘O’s vision for developing a modern food safety certified building structure 
on their land as consistent with the purpose of the Legacy Land Conservation 
Program grant and Chapter 173A in which the land was awarded.  

 
Mahalo for this opportunity to submit testimony in support of this proposal.   

 
Lea Hong 
Hawaiian Islands State Director  
Edmund C. Olson Fellow 
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